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Editorial  

Dear Friends and Benefactors, 

 

By the time you read this, we will be 

more than half way through our 10 

months Rosary Crusade for the proper 

consecration of Russia to the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary, as requested by Our Lady 

of Fatima. According to the totals we have 

been able to gather from 3-4 districts 

only, we are well above the 3 million 

mark at the time of printing. 

It is most interesting to know that 

many faithful in China are also joining this 

Crusade. Since May, I receive every 

month the total from China, and it varies 

between 7,000 and 11,000 rosaries per 

month!  One of the most moving testimo-

nies is the following about a man who 

lives near the Russian border, in the far 

north east of China. 

There is one special faithful whose 

name is ôF.L.õ He is about 80 years old. In 

the 1950s, he entered the seminary in 

Shanghai, China. He was arrested on 8th 

September 1955 and was exiled to a very 

remote labour camp in the northern part 

near the boarder of Russia. The weather 

there is truly terrible, it can go down to 

40 degrees Celsius below zero. For eight 

months out of twelve, one cannot go out-

side the door because of the freezing 

weather. For more than fifty years F.L. 

has been up there. No mass, no sacrament 

nothing at all. Most of his friends donõt 

know where he is and can hardly remem-

ber him. This time for our Rosary Cru-

sade, one of his friends asked him to join 

us. He was moved to tears and said he 

only can say it by counting on his fingers 

because he doesnõt have any rosary. In the 

beginning he promised to say one, this 

month he added another one, so he is 

saying two rosaries daily. What a good 

example for us! He is really living in a 

treasure island; now he will offer all the 

hardships in his daily life to God for the 

same intention. God canõt delay our peti-

tion! We have hope! We have heard what 

God asks us to do, he is sure to answer 

our prayer. 

So, dear readers, let us spread the 

word around and recruit anyone and 

every one in this battle of the end times.  

The little children can say some Aveõs 

here and there; young students can spread 

their rosaries in various decades through-

out the day on the way to school and 

back, rising and going to bed, etc,; better 

still, the family rosary. A great missionary 

in China used to say that the only truly 

faithful Christians in his villages and mis-

sions were those who were faithful to 

their daily rosary. Of course, the full fif-

teen decades is also encouraged for those 

who want to be in the front line.  And 

there is another elite who rise in the mid-

dle of the night, who sanctify their insom-

nias, in imitation of the monks and nuns, 

and transform by this Holy Hour with 

Mary, the hours of darkness and sins into 

hours of graces. Thus with this Rosary 

Crusade, from the rising of the sun to its 

setting, 24 hours a day, in all the conti-

nents, there is a continual praise to the 

Queen whose triumph has been promised 

to us, whose triumph is the very triumph 

of her Divine Son. 

Let us prove that at this critical mo-

ment of the battle against the spirit of 

wickedness in the air, for the Church and 

the salvation of souls, the Immaculate 

Virgin has her army in battle array.  Ave! 

 

God bless. 

Rev. Fr. Daniel Couture 

District Superior 

COMING SOON 
 

 

THE CATECHISM  
IN PICTURES 

 
 
 
 

 
 
A new English edition featuring 68 full 
page (13.5in x 7in), full colour illustra-
tions presenting a synthesis of the truths 
of the faith, of Christian morality, of 
Holy Scripture, of Church history and of 
the lives of the saints.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Available from  

the Priory of the Most Holy Trinity Priory  

at Rs 200 (in India only) 

 

and we hope also from 

Carmel Books, 45 Base Point, Yeoford Way, 

Exeter EX2 8LB, UK 

at £14.00 

and 

www.angeluspress.com  

at $20.00  
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Pray the Rosary 

The Beauty of Our Religion 

One of the natural reasons why Chris-

tianity swept away the paganism of the 

Roman Empire was the force of its beauty 

and truth. The Catholic faith is beautiful 

in its idea of God: a God who sees the 

innermost recesses of the heart, a God 

Whom we cannot but wish to love, a per-

sonal God who loves us and reveals Him-

self to us. But, not only do we have a per-

sonal God who loves us enough to give 

Himself entirely to us, we have a personal 

God that has given us His own earthly 

mother to be our spiritual mother too, a 

mother that pleads for us and dispenses all 

His gifts to us.  

 

Motherhood of Mary 

The Blessed Virgin Mary is our 

mother for two reasons: First, she is our 

mother because she was given to us in the 

person of St. John at the foot of the Cross. 

While in His agony, Our Lord said to his 

mother, òWoman behold thy son,ó and 

then to St. John, òson behold thy mother,ó 

and although in the literal sense these 

words only refer to the apostle St. John, 

in the mystical sense, theologians since 

the Middle Ages have seen in St. John the 

representative of the whole human race. 

This means that in St. John, Mary was 

given as a spiritual mother to all re-

deemedé including you and I. 

The second reason why Mary is our 

mother is by reason of the grace in our 

souls. She is the Mother of the Person 

Who is God and because we, when we are 

in a state of grace, share the Divine Life, 

we participate in the life of God, we also 

participate in His filiation to her. We be-

come her sons and daughters. 

 

Advocacy of Mary 

Having thus the maternity of souls, it 

is entirely natural for Mary to procure the 

help that her children ask of her. Mary is 

our advocate before the throne of God; 

she is a queen pleading before her Son, 

the King. 

This is not simply a logically derived 

doctrine - it is a practical reality. Maryõs 

motherhood is so real and so efficacious 

that (as the Catechism of St. Pius X tells 

us) she promises that those who are truly 

devoted to her are loved and protected by 

her with a most tender Mother's love, and 

that with her help they are sure to find 

Jesus and find and obtain Paradise. 

 

Devotion to Mary 

In a vision, St. Bridget recounts that it 

is not only Mary who promises help and 

salvation to those who are devoted to her, 

her Son has promised the same too 

through her. One day in the hearing of 

St. Bridget, Our Lord promised His most 

holy Mother that He would grant three 

special graces to those who invoke the 

holy name of Mary with confidence: first, 

that He would grant them perfect sorrow 

for their sins; second, that their crimes 

should be atoned for; and third, that He 

would give them strength to attain perfec-

tion, and at length the glory of paradise. 

And then our Divine Saviour added: "For 

Thy words, O My Mother, are so sweet 

and agreeable to Me, that I cannot deny 

what Thou asketh."  

 

The Holy Rosary 

The Church has always encouraged us 

in the devotion to the Mary and it gives 

this devotion various forms, chief among 

which is the devotion of the Holy Rosary. 

The Rosary, to those who do not re-

cite it daily, might seem a daunting task, 

especially as a family: it is difficult to find 

the time, it is difficult to concentrate, it is 

so repetitive that the consolation of the 

senses is usually absent, it is so hard to 

keep the children in order and there is 

sometimes embarrassment or fear of pro-

posing the idea to oneõs spouse or even 

oneõs children in the first place. 

Do not be put off by these obstacles 

for Our Lady will provide the necessary 

help if only you would ask her. Remem-

ber, all ye husbands, it is your responsibil-

ity to make your family pray. Our mod-

ern age has made us think that prayer is 

feminine or unsophisticated or something 

entirely private - this is simply not true. 

Also remember that it is not necessary 

to concentrate on the individual words of 

each Hail Mary. The use of a rosary, a 

holy image or statue and pronouncing the 

words is the perfect way to occupy the 

hands, the eyes, the ears and the tongue 

so that your mind is free to meditate upon 

the individual mysteries of Our Lordõs 

life. St. Louis Marie de Montfort has this 

to say: 

When the Hail Mary is well said, 

that is, with attention, devotion and 

humility, it is, according to the 

saints, the enemy of Satan, putting 

him to flight; it is the hammer that 

crushes him, a source of holiness for 

souls, a joy to the angels and a sweet 

melody for the devout. 

It is the Canticle of the New Tes-

tament, a delight for Mary and glory 

for the most Blessed Trinity. The 

Hail Mary is dew falling from heaven 

to make the soul fruitful. It is a pure 

kiss of love we give to Mary. It is a 

crimson rose, a precious pearl that 

we offer to her. It is a cup of ambro-

sia, a divine nectar that we offer her. 

I earnestly beg of you,...say the 

Rosary too, and if time permits, all 

its fifteen decades, every day. Then 

when death draws near, you will 

bless the day and hour when you took 

to heart what I told you, for having 

sown the blessings of Jesus and Mary, 

you will reap the eternal blessings in 

heaven. Ý 

NONE TO THEE COMPARE 
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The Superior Generalõs Letter to Friends & Benefactors #75 

Dear Friends and Benefactors, 

 

The enthusiastic response to the Ro-

sary Crusade we encounter throughout 

the world fills us with consolation and 

prompts us to take up this theme once 

again with you. If we are petitioning 

Heaven with this multitude of Aves, it is 

because the hour is indeed grave. We are 

sure of Our Ladyõs victory because she 

herself foretold it, but the events that 

have been unfolding for nearly a cen-

turyñsince this triumph was announced 

at Fatimañoblige us to suppose that all 

kinds of other woes could yet befall man-

kind before this victory. 

Yet the rules given at Fatima by the 

Mother of God were quite simple: if the 

world does not convert, it will be pun-

ished: òThere will be a second war, more terri-

ble than the first.ó The world did not con-

vert. And Godõs answer was not long in 

coming. Since the Second World War, 

the world still has not converted. And if 

people think Russia has converted, they 

will have to explain to us in what it has 

converted, and to whomñ economic 

liberalism? 

Almost one hundred years later, we 

observe that the world has surely not be-

come better; quite the contrary. The war 

of the unbelievers rages harder than ever, 

but it has taken an unexpected turn:  the 

demolition of the Church is being carried 

out especially by subversion, by infiltrat-

ing the Church. Our holy Mother the 

Church is in the process of being trans-

formed into a pile of spiritual ruins while 

the exterior façade remains more or less 

intact, thus deceiving the multitude about 

its real condition. And it has to be admit-

ted that this subversion acquired an unex-

pected increase of efficacy on the occasion 

of the Second Vatican Council. It doesnõt 

take an advanced degree in theology to 

figure this out; today it is an historical 

fact. 

What part of the responsibility should 

be attributed to the Council itself? This is 

a difficult question, but it is clear that this 

Council was not without effect, and its 

consequences have been well and truly 

disastrous. Because of it, the Church fell 

in step with the world. òWe, too, in fact, we 

more than any others, honour mankind,ó said 

Paul VI at the Councilõs conclusion. And 

the man-centred orientation of Vatican II 

was harped on by John Paul II. But this 

orientation is indeed odd for the Church 

of God, supernatural in its essence, having 

received from Our Lord Jesus Christ not 

only its constitution and means, but first 

and foremost its end, which is nothing 

else than the continuation of His own re-

demptive and salvific mission: òGo into the 

whole world and preach the gospel to every 

creature. He who believes and is baptized shall 

be saved, but he who does not believe shall be 

condemned.ó (Mk. 16:15-16). 

And now, here is the tragedy: the di-

vine mission of the Church has been re-

placed by a purely human one. It is a great 

mystery that leaves one astounded. Salva-

tion now comes second, to say the least. 

Few menñvery few men, unfortu-

natelyñunderstand that the terrible crisis 

of the Church since the Second Vatican 

Council is a chastisement more terrible 

than any other, for this time the catastro-

phe is spiritual: what is wounded, what is 

noiselessly killed in the midst of an indif-

ference worse than death, are souls. The 

loss of grace in a soul is the most terrible 

harm that can happen to it because it 

makes no noise, it is not felt. And the 

voice of the watchmen has fallen silent. 

The call to conversion, to penance, to the 

fight from sin, temptations and the world 

has given way, if not to indulgence, then 

at least to sympathy with the world. 

There is a real will to make peace with the 

modern world. 

The mission of salvation has given way 

to a new sort of humanitarian mission; it 

is a matter of helping men of every condi-

tion and religion to live well together on 

earth. 

There is no doubt that everything con-

nected in the message of the Blessed Vir-

gin of Fatima, what is referred to as the 

Secret of Fatima, has not yet come to an 

end. Certainly, what we are living is per 

force part and parcel of the events that 

will end one day, eventually, with the 

triumph of Mary. What will happen? How 

will we recognize it? In any case, it will at 

least entail the conversion of Russia ac-

cording to the very words of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. 

In 1917 at Rome, the foes of God 

were celebrating the 200th anniversary of 

Freemasonry and the 400th anniversary of 

Protestantism with parades of special vio-

lence against the Holy See. The demon-

strators boisterously proclaimed the reign 

of Satan over the Vatican and the Sover-

eign Pontiff. Maximilian Kolbe, still a 

seminarian, witnessed these painful events 

and said: 

This mortal hatred of the Church, 

of Christ, and of His Vicar on earth is 

not just an outburst of misguided indi-

viduals, but rather a systematic action 

that proceeds from the principle of 

Freemasonry: the destruction of all 

religion, but especially the Catholic 
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religion. [Pisma Ojca Maksymiliana 

Marii Kolbego franciszkanina, Niepo-

kalanow, maszynopsis, 1970; English tr. 

from The Immaculata Our Ideal, by 

Fr.Karl Stehlin (Warsaw, 2005),  

p. 39]é. 

Is it possible that our enemies 

should deploy so much activity so as 

to attain superiority while we stay 

idle, or at best apply ourselves to 

prayer without getting to work? Might 

we not have more powerful armsñ

the protection of Heaven and of the 

Immaculate Virgin? The Immaculata, 

victorious and triumphant over all 

heresies, will not yield to the advanc-

ing enemy if she finds faithful servants 

obedient to her command: she will 

bring off new victories even greater 

than can be imagined. We have to  put 

ourselves like docile instruments into 

her hands, employing all lawful 

means, getting the word out every-

where by the diffusion of the Marian 

press and the Miraculous Medal, and 

enhancing our action by prayer and 

good example. [Testimony of Fr. Pig-

nalberi reported during the process of 

canonization]. 

He founded the Militia of the Immacu-

lata just a few days after the 13th October 

apparition of Our Lady at Fatima, when 

the great miracle of the sun took place. It 

was in fact on 16th October, with six fel-

low seminarians, that he consecrated him-

self to the Immaculate Heart of Mary for 

the purpose of leading the whole world to 

God by the Immaculata. 

One cannot but be struck by the affin-

ity between the message of Fatima and the 

response of the Polish Franciscan while 

reading his act of consecration:  

O Immaculata, Queen of heaven 

and earth, Refuge of sinners, our most 

loving Mother, to whom God deigned 

to entrust the entire order of mercy, 

behold I, N., an unworthy sinner, cast 

myself at Thy feet and humbly ask 

Thee to deign to accept me com-

pletely and utterly as Thy property 

and possession; and do with me as it 

pleases Thee: all the faculties of my 

soul and body, my entire life, my 

death and my eternity. Dispose of me 

as Thou willst, so that what has been 

said of Thee might be fulfilled: ôShe 

will crush the head of the serpent,õ and 

also, ôThou alone hast vanquished all 

heresies throughout the world.õ Make of 

me an instrument  in Thy immaculate 

and merciful hands, which serves 

Thee, in order to increase reverence 

for Thee as much as possible in so 

many fallen-away and lukewarm souls. 

Thus the benevolent reign of the Sa-

cred Heart of Jesus will spread more 

and more. For whatever place Thou 

enters, Thou shalt implore upon it the 

grace of conversion and sanctification, 

for all graces come to us from the 

Sacred Heart of Jesus only through 

Thy hands. [Scritti di Massimiliano 

Kolbe, new ed. (Rome: ENMI, 1997), 

Vol. I; Eng. version, The Immaculata 

Our Ideal] 

Very dear faithful, it is in this same 

spirit that we launched the Rosary Cru-

sade. But prayer is only a part of it: let us 

not forget the other two very important 

elements, penance and devotion to the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary. By mortifica-

tion, we wish to make reparation for the 

insults given to Mary, and in union with 

her sorrowful Heart we wish to associate 

ourselves as closely as possible to the sac-

rifice of the Cross of our Lord, because by 

it our salvation is effected. Thus we are at 

the heart of the message of Fatima: òGod 

wishes to introduce devotion to my Immaculate 

Heart.ó Perhaps not enough emphasis is 

given to this aspect, which seems to us 

even more important than the consecra-

tion of Russia and which is the second 

condition indicated by Mary to the pope 

for her triumph: consecrate Russia and 

promote devotion to her Immaculate 

Heart. 

In this month of October we are going 

to enter into a new phase in our relations 

with the Vatican, that of the doctrinal 

discussions. What is at stake is very im-

portant, and we recommend them to your 

prayers. Undoubtedly that also is a part of 

our Crusade, and obviously this intention 

is included in the triumph of the Immacu-

late Heart of Mary we all desire. That also 

completely outstrips all our own powers, 

and it would be folly pure and simple to 

undertake such an enterprise were it not 

sustained by the power of the supernatu-

ral means such as prayer and penance. 

We do not want to conclude this letter 

without also thanking you for your gener-

osity which enables our work to develop 

throughout the world. There is one thing, 

though, that slows us down: the harvest is 

abundant, but workers for the harvest are 

lacking. Our Lord has already said it and 

has shown the remedy: pray for vocations! 

How we should like to come to the aid of 

all the faithful who only have the Mass 

once a month, or only on Sundays, unable 

to benefit from normal pastoral careé  

Yet the good Lord has gratified us this 

year with 27 new priests, and we expect 

an even slightly larger number next year. 

But even that is not enough, so great is the 

demand worldwide. 

You are deeply thanked for all your 

efforts. May God reward you with the 

abundant graces and blessings we implore 

on you all, your families, your children. 

May Our Lady of the Rosary, the Im-

maculate Heart of Mary, protect you. 

On the Feast of the Maternity of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, 11th October 2009. 

 

 

+ Bernard Fellay 

Superior General 

 

 

Society of Saint Pius X 

Priorat Mariae Verkundigung 

Schloss Schwandegg 

Menzingen, ZG, CH-6313 

SWITZERLAND 

The Superior Generalõs Letter to Friends & Benefactors #75 
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Veritas Academy, Palayamkottai, India 

It is a frequent lament among stuffy 

conservatives that education is not what it 

used to be. òIn my day,ó we often hear, 

òwe had to learn a poem every day, we 

learnt the times tables, the capitals of the 

world; we learnt the periodic table in 

chemistry, formulae in physics, conjuga-

tions in Latin and were considered back-

ward if we didnõt know the dates  of every 

battle or the name of every king since 

1066.ó 

What the same stuffy conservative 

might also mention is that he also learnt 

how to use the information stored in his 

memory as building blocks for the process 

of reasoning and that, by reasoning, he 

arrived at a higher understanding of the 

world which, in turn furnished him with 

more building blocks to ascend higher 

still. He probably also learnt how express 

his reasoning and conclusions so that he 

might enlighten others too. 

The stuffy conservative is right to say 

that education isnõt what it used to be, 

because a terrible catastrophe has oc-

curred. Almost everywhere in the world, 

more and more youngsters are graduating 

from higher educational institutions with 

exam results that are ôbetterõ than ever 

before, but with qualifications that are 

increasingly meaningless. 

The underlying blame for this increas-

ingly meaningless education might be laid 

at the feet of a backward culture, self-

interested politicians, or more sinister, 

dark forces which would have us degener-

ate into the godless economic animals of 

Karl Marxõs perverted imagination. 

In practice, there appears to be two 

different disorders that are at the route of 

meaningless education. The first is rote 

learning to the exclusion of critical think-

ing or reasoning; the other is the ôactive 

learningõ which excludes rote learning,  

also to the exclusion critical thinking or 

reasoning. 

Exclusive rote learning is more preva-

lent in the institutions of the east (India is 

a notable example). ôActive learningõ is a 

modern western phenomenon. 

To explain these two models an analogy 

(a tool alien to both methods) is perhaps 

best. Excessive rote learning is like giving 

a child all the components of a car engine 

without telling him what an engine is, 

how it works, and how to put the compo-

nents together. Only a very few children 

have the natural ability (or external help) 

to work things out for themselves and 

THE TWIN TOWERS OF A MEANINGLESS EDUCATION 

Theresa trying not to learn by rote. 

òI say Jerold,ó said Daniel, òwhy donõt we tell Father that we got zero out of ten because we were 
attending the ôSocio-political Impact of the Tyrannical Impositions of Mathematics on Free Think-
ing Seminar?õ He might think we are clever.ó 

òWhatõs this Joyce?ó  says Mr. Xavier. òWhen 
I was your age everyone knew how to divide a 
polynomial using synthetic division.ó  
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when they do, they are generally brilliant 

because they have at their fingertips a vast 

array of knowledge and they will have 

discovered how to use it. Most children, 

however, forget what they have learntñif 

they ever memorised it in the first place.  

ôActive learningõ is like teaching a child 

all about one single component of a car 

engine by means of scientific experimen-

tation, role-play, class discussion and as-

sessment of its impact on health, society 

and the environment, and then letting him 

decide himself whether he wants build a 

car engine at all (for which, incidentally, 

he has no other components) . 

The first produces zombies, the second 

produces self-righteous specialists with no 

notion that a higher form of knowledge 

exists besides their own. The products of 

the first are good for cheap labour, the 

products of the second are good for tech-

nological innovation and generating de-

mand for things when there isnõt any. 

Both are good consumers and both are 

necessary for keeping the treadmill of  a 

capitalist system turning, but neither are 

equipped with the tools they need for the 

very purpose of their existence: the 

knowledge, love and service of God. 

At Veritas Academy we are trying to 

create stuffy conservatives who know 

thingsñboth supernatural and naturalñ

and can think about them. It is a difficult 

task because some the children have al-

ready suffered the effects of excessive rote 

learning and we are handicapped by a sys-

tem of state exams that requires the tem-

porary retention of many unconnected 

facts. One day, however, when the twin 

towers of meaningless education fall, we 

might all return to the sanity of the peren-

nial trivium of old; and with our building 

blocks of knowledgeñsome from heaven, 

some from earthñwe will build a house 

built on rock which will stand against 

wind and rain forever! (Mt 7 v.24-5) Ý 

Veritas Academy, Palayamkottai, India 

Miss Margaret Clark of Montana U.S.A. teaches Geography to Standard 5. Before she volunteered to teach at Veritas Academy, Miss Clark worked as an 
archaeologist. Her boss was kind enough to let her have a leave of absence for a year. May God bless him. 

Miss Bridgette Bell of Cincinnati U.S.A. 
teaching English to Standard 9 boys. Miss 
Bell has given six months to the Mission for 
which we are very grateful. 
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Priory of the Most Holy Trinity, India  

Dear Friends  and Benefactors, 

 

In the days before the steam engine, 

sailing ships plied their way across the 

deep blue oceans of the world. For the 

sailors of these majestic works of art and 

technology, the challenge of the sea could 

bring them to moments of either heroic 

virtue or quivering cowardice, but for 

most of the time, life was simply ôplain 

sailing.õ To cover one hundred nautical 

miles in a day was a cause for deep satis-

faction for a conscientious crew and on 

some voyages there could be many days 

together where the sun shone brightly and 

the wind blew steadily in a favourable 

direction. With their ship gently rising 

and falling as it ploughed a disappearing 

furrow in the deep, they held centre stage 

between the azure sky and the sparkling 

disk of endless water. The routine of each 

day, busy in itself, but repeated day after 

day brought time to a standstill. The bells 

sounded the watches one after another, 

swabbing, polishing, cooking, the sound 

of the eager feet, the clatter of mess tins, 

loud voices and laughter and song carried 

away by the steady breeze, the gurgling of 

the water against the hull and the creaking 

of the timbers and ropes é all arriving in 

due time and order made the life of a 

sailor seem one long continuum. 

Well, sitting here, trying to think of 

the extraordinary and exciting things that 

have happened in the mission over the last 

three months, I begin to understand what 

life aboard a sailing ship might have been. 

Nothing has really happened and yet we 

have been very busy with our daily rou-

tines. In our little world, we are centre-

stage, and despite being surrounded by 

many millions of people, there is nobody 

really watching... except from above. 

And just as in the days of sailing ships 

when the greatest progress was made  

under a steady breeze, so it is when there 

is routine in our lives. When we have a 

routine, if it is a good routine, then we 

develop good habits or virtues by the 

repetition of actions. For a soul in a state 

of grace, a growth in natural virtue is also 

accompanied by a growth in supernatural 

virtue such that, the longer a good routine 

is maintained, the holier and more virtu-

ous a soul becomes. It is for this reason 

that religious orders take their rule so 

seriously. 

Sometimes, however, a steady routine 

weighs heavily upon our wounded na-

tureñwe crave change, continuous 

change. This is understandable because 

man is made to know and love God; he 

therefore has an in-built desire to gain 

knowledge of new things until he knows 

everything, that is, until he knows God. 

Unfortunately, however, when man is 

unfaithful to grace, he will destroy himself 

by seeking both sensual and intellectual 

knowledge that does not lead him to a 

knowledge of God. But when grace acts, 

man uses his knowledge of creatures as a 

springboard to a higher knowledge that 

comes through study, reflection, medita-

tion and intuition. The key to overcoming 

the monotony of routine, therefore, is to 

seek for an ever higher, newer and more 

complete knowledge of That which will 

enthrall us for all eternity. It requires ef-

fort, but the rewards are infinite. 

So the life of our priory, chapels and 

school continues as usual. The days pass 

with little dramas that come and go, but 

ôReceive the token of your admission to the 
Guild of St. Stephen that, ever aided by His 
intercession, you may lead a holy life. Amen. 

Young Mr. Joseph Carron providentially arrived just after the departure of Mr. Jack Fox.  
He teaches maths at Veritas Academy and supervises the boys at the priory. Here he attempts to 

make the boys singñthe stick is used for encouragement 
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essentially plus ça change, plus c'est la même 

chose! 

 

In Jesu et Maria 

Father Robert Brucciani. 

 

CHRONICLE 

 

Á11th October: All day adoration took 

place at Palayamkottai. 

Á13th ð 26th October: The Christura-

japuram festival was brought forward to 

coincide with the feast of Christ the King 

(the chapelõs patron) rather than at 

Christmas. Mass was celebrated everyday 

by Fr. Valan. Sermons were preached and 

Christ the King was adored in the Blessed 

Sacrament during benediction and during 

the Blessed Sacrament procession on the 

feast itself. 

Á17th October: Four servers were 

elevated to the position of Junior Acolyte 

within the Archconfraternity of 

St. Stephen. The blessing and presentation 

of the medals takes place before the offer-

tory of the Mass. 

Á2nd November: The southern Indian 

monsoon began. Rainfall has been very 

low for the last few years and, because the 

water collection and storage infrastruc-

ture is poorly maintained, there is consid-

erable anxiety about supply for agricul-

ture and domestic needs. In most of India, 

80% of the rain falls during 20% of the 

year (that mysterious 80:20 rule again). 

Typically during the two months of the 

monsoon, it rains every third day. The 

rain can either come as torrential showers 

which last for perhaps 30 minutes, or as 

downpours which seem to last for much 

of the day or night. There has been some 

local flooding on the roads, but nothing 

òYou have to be careful,ó says Anthony. òFar too many people just rush around and get stressed.ó 
The boys go fishing on a Saturday afternoon. 

Priory of the Most Holy Trinity, India  
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like the flooding seen in the north or in 

other parts of Asia. 

Á6th November: Mr. David Gallo, a 

professional teacher of English as a foreign 

language, returned to the Ukraine after 

spending one month giving intensive Eng-

lish classes to some of our newest pupils. 

Our grateful prayers go with him. 

Á10th November: Jack Fox left for his 

native Australia after a 10 month stay. He 

will be sorely missed for his consideration 

towards others and his boundless enthusi-

asm with the boys. He now plans to go 

into the army to seek even more adven-

ture. Although the continuous rain of the 

monsoon seems more depressing without 

Jack, it was a relief to get him back home 

in one piece ð how he didnõt seriously 

injure himself on his motorbike is clearly 

an act of Providence; he must have a very 

holy mother. 

Á18th November: Joseph Carron of 

the Valais, Switzerland arrived for a 6 

month stay. His arrival is an answer to our 

prayers as we need at least one male vol-

unteer to help with the boys at the priory. 

Having completed his military service in 

the Swiss Army, where he specialised as a 

motorbike rider, he is ideally suited to 

both bringing order out of the chaos of 

the boysõ dormitory and coping with dan-

ger on the roads. 

Á21st - 22nd November: Fr. Brucciani 

paid a regular visit to St. Josephõs Chapel 

in Trichy to see Fr. Matthias (one of our 

helper priests) and to be a guest at the 

160th Legion of Mary Meeting of the par-

ish. Fr. Mathias also unveiled a new publi-

cationña copy of a spiritual work en-

couraging devotion to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. The book is the life work of 

Fr. Mariados and is written in Tamil. 

Á29th November: In the midst of an 

outbreak of chicken pox among the boys, 

a nefarious plot was uncovered in the dor-

mitory: Michael Bastin, coveting 1st place 

in Standard 5, has been doing his utmost 

to have the other boys incapacitated by 

the malady. So far he is guaranteed 5th 

place out of 8. Ý 

There were two new arrivals at the priory and 
orphanage: brother and sister, Peter and 
Pauline. Being Catholics, but not having be-
ing baptised, they were duly instructed and 
received the sacrament on the Feast of the 
Holy Name of Mary. Their godparents are 
Mr.& Mrs. Michaelas.  

Look at me! Evening from the roof of the priory. 

NATURE 

Leõme go! 


