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PROCESSIONAL
Faith	of	our	Fathers!	living	still
In	spite	of	dungeon,	 ire,	and	sword:
Oh,	how	our	hearts	beat	high	with	joy
Whene’er	we	hear	that	glorious	word.

Refrain:
Faith	of	our	Fathers!	Holy	Faith!
We	will	be	true	to	thee	till	death.

Our	Fathers,	chained	in	prisons	dark,
Were	still	in	heart	and	conscience	free:
How	sweet	would	be	their	children’s	fate,
If	they,	like	them,	could	die	for	thee!	(Ref.)

Faith	of	our	Fathers!	Mary’s	prayers
Shall	win	our	country	back	to	thee:
And	through	the	truth	that	comes	from	God
This	land	shall	then	indeed	be	free.	(Ref.)

Proper	of	the	24th	Sunday	after	Pentecost

Entrance	Antiphon	(Jer	29:11-14)
The	Lord	says:	“I	think	thoughts	of	peace,	and	not	of	af liction.	You	shall	call	upon	me,	and	I	will	
hear	you;	and	I	will	bring	back	your	captivity	from	all	places.”	V.	(Ps	84:2)	Thou	hast	favored,	O	
Lord,	Thy	land;	Thou	hast	restored	the	wellbeing	of	Jacob.	V.	Glory	be	to	the	Father…	The	Lord	
says…

Collect	Prayer
O	Lord,	watch	over	Thy	household	with	constant	 loving	care.	Let	Thy	protection	forever	shield	
those	who	rely	solely	on	the	hope	of	Thy	heavenly	grace.	Through	Jesus	Christ…	AMEN.

Epistle
A	Reading	from	the	Epistle	of	blessed	Paul	the	Apostle	to	the	Colossians	(Col	3:12-17)
Brethren:	As	God’s	chosen	ones,	holy	and	beloved,	you	must	put	on	heartfelt	mercy,	kindness,	
humility,	meekness,	patience.	Bear	with	one	another	and	forgive	whatever	grievances	you	may	
have	against	each	other;	forgive	just	as	the	Lord	has	forgiven	you.	And	over	all	these	put	on	love,	
which	binds	them	together	and	makes	them	perfect.	Let	the	peace	of	Christ	rule	over	your	hearts;	
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for,	as	members	of	the	one	body,	you	have	been	called	to	that	peace.	Be	thankful.	Let	the	word	of	
Christ	dwell	in	you	with	all	its	richness;	instruct	and	admonish	one	another	with	perfect	wisdom.	
With	heartfelt	gratitude	sing	to	God	psalms,	hymns,	and	inspired	songs.	And	whatever	you	do	in	
word	or	in	work,	do	everything	in	the	name	of	the	Lord	Jesus,	giving	thanks	to	God	the	Father	
through	him.	DEO	GRATIAS.

Gradual	–	Alleluia
V.	(Ps	43:8-9)	Thou	saved	us,	O	Lord,	from	our	foes,	and	those	who	hated	us	Thou	put	to	shame.	V.	
In	God	we	gloried	day	by	day;	Thy	name	we	praised	always.	Alleluia,	alleluia.	V.	(Ps	129:1-2)	Out	
of	the	depths	I	cry	to	Thee,	O	Lord;	Lord,	hear	my	prayer!	Alleluia.

Gospel
	A	Reading	from	the	holy	Gospel	according	to	St.	Matthew	(Mt	13:	24-30)
At	 that	 time	 Jesus	 proposed	 another	 parable	 to	 the	 crowds:	 “The	 kingdom	 of	 heaven	may	be	
compared	to	the	situation	of	a	farmer	who	sowed	good	seed	in	his	 ield.	But	when	everyone	was	
asleep,	his	enemy	came	along	and	sowed	weeds	all	through	his	wheat	and	got	away.	Then	when	
the	crop	came	up	and	began	to	ripen,	the	weeds	also	made	their	appearance.	So	the	owner’s	slaves	
came	and	said	to	him,	‘Sir,	didn’t	you	sow	good	seed	in	your	 ield?	Then	where	do	the	weeds	come	
from?’	‘This	is	the	work	of	an	enemy,’	he	answered.	His	slaves	said	to	him,	‘Do	you	want	us	to	go	
out	and	pull	them	up?’	‘No,’	he	replied,	‘Pull	up	the	weeds,	and	you	might	pull	up	the	wheat	along	
with	them.	Let	them	both	grow	together	until	the	harvest;	then	at	harvest	time,	I	will	order	the	
harvesters,	“Collect	the	weeds	 irst,	and	bundle	them	up	to	burn.	But	gather	the	wheat	into	my	
barn.”	LAUS	TIBI	CHRISTE.	(Credo	after	the	sermon)

Offertory	Antiphon	(Ps	129:1-2)
Out	of	the	depths	I	cry	to	Thee,	O	Lord;	Lord,	hear	my	prayer!	Out	of	the	depths	I	cry	to	Thee,	O	
Lord.

Prayer	in	secret	over	the	Gifts	
We	 offer	 this	 sacri ice	 to	 Thee,	 O	 Lord,	 to	 atone	 for	 our	 sins.	Mercifully	 absolve	 us	 from	 our	
wrongdoing	 and	exert	Thy	powers	over	 the	 inconstancy	of	our	hearts.	Through	 Jesus	Christ…	
Amen.

Preface	of	the	Trinity
It	 is	 truly	 right	and	 just,	proper	and	helpful	 toward	salvation,	 that	we	always	and	everywhere	
give	thanks	to	Thee,	O	Lord,	holy	Father,	almighty	and	eternal	God;	for	with	Thy	only-begotten	
Son	and	the	Holy	Ghost	Thou	art	one	God,	one	Lord,	not	in	the	unity	of	a	single	person,	but	in	the	
Trinity	of	one	substance.	For	what	we	believe	of	Thy	glory,	through	Thy	revelation,	that	we	also	
believe	of	Thy	Son,	and	of	the	Holy	Ghost,	without	difference,	or	distinction.	So	that	in	confessing	
the	true	and	eternal	Godhead,	we	adore	the	distinction	of	persons,	oneness	in	being,	and	equality	
in	majesty.	This	the	Angels	and	Archangels,	the	Cherubim	and	Seraphim	praise,	and	unceasingly	
chant	each	day,	saying	with	one	voice:

Communion	Antiphon	(Mk	11:24)
Amen	I	say	to	you,	all	things	whatever	you	ask	for	in	prayer,	believe	that	you	shall	receive,	and	it	
shall	be	done	to	you.

Prayer	after	Communion
O	 almighty	 God,	 grant	 that	we	may	 attain	 the	 salvation	promised	 us	 through	 this	 sacrament.	
Through	Jesus	Christ…	AMEN.
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RECESSIONAL

Help,	Lord,	the	souls	that	thou	hast	made,
The	souls	to	thee	so	dear,
In	prison	for	the	debt	unpaid
Of	sins	committed	here.

These	holy	souls,	they	suffer	on,
Resigned	in	heart	and	will,
Until	thy	high	behest	is	done,
And	justice	has	its	 ill.

For	daily	falls,	for	pardoned	crime
They	joy	to	undergo
The	shadow	of	thy	cross	sublime,
The	remnant	of	thy	woe.

T idb i t s  f r om yo ur
PARISH PRIEST

Dear	faithful	and	friends,

We	are	already	in	the	middle	November.	Two	weeks	from	now,	the	season	of	Advent	will	begin	and	
our	local	pilgrimage	in	honor	to	Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe	is	at	hand.	So,	in	the	meantime,	let	us	start	
to	prepare	ourselves	for	these	coming	events.

First,	PRACTICALLY,	our	Masses	 this	week	are	as	usual	–	7.15AM	and	6.30PM.	There	is	no	1st	
or	2nd	class	feast	this	week.	Nevertheless,	we	can	look	forward	to	the	Presentation	of	Our	Lady	
this	Tuesday.	On	that	day,	let	us	also	present	ourselves	with	her	by	visiting	a	Church,	chapel	or	a	
cemetery	to	gain	a	Plenary	Indulgence	for	the	Souls	in	Purgatory.
SPIRITUALLY,	 let	 us	 consider	 the	 advantages	 of	 a	 religious	 pilgrimage.	 The	 word	 “pilgrim,”	
is	 derived	 from	the	 Latin	 “peregrinum”,	which	 conveys	 the	 idea	 of	wandering	over	a	distance.	
However,	it	is	not	just	an	aimless	wandering.	It	is	a	journey	with	a	purpose	–	to	honor	God	and	
His	saints.	For	us,	we	honor	Our	Lord	particularly,	through	His	holy	Mother,	the	Blessed	Virgin	
Mary.	Let	us	not	be	afraid	to	love	and	honor	her	as	the	Protestants	do,	because	we	can	never	
love	or	honor	her	as	much	as	Jesus	still	loves	and	honors	her!

Why	 Guadalupe?	 There	 are	 many	 reasons,	 foremost	 of	 them,	 is	 that	 the	 conversion	 of	 the	
Philippines	is	very	much	related	to	that	of	Mexico.	In	fact,	most	of	our	early	missionaries	came	
from	there	and	were	brought	here	through	the	Galleon	trade	between	Acapulco	and	Manila.	Pope	
Pius	XI	of icially	declared	her	as	our	Secondary	Patroness.	Moreover,	the	feast	of	Guadalupe	
(December	 12)	 completes	 the	 “octave”	 of	 the	 Immaculate	 Conception	 and	 prepares	 the	
Expectation	of	Our	Lady	(December	16).	In	old	Spanish	custom,	Our	Lady	of	the	Expectation	is	
called	“La	Virgen	Maria	de	la	O”	due	to	the	fact	that	after	this	feast,	the	Church	will	begin	her	great	
“O	Antiphons”.	In	our	country,	we	also	begin	our	Novena	Masses	at	Dawn,	hence	at	cock-crow.	And	
so,	it	is	called	“Missa	de	Gallo.”	Its	purpose	is	for	the	conservation	and	propagation	of	the	Catholic	
faith	here	in	Philippines.	

Oh,	by	their	patient	of	delay,
Their	hope	amid	their	pain,
Their	sacred	zeal	to	burn	away
Dis igurement	and	stain.

Good	Jesus,	help!	Sweet	Jesus,	aid
the	souls	to	thee	most	dear,
In	prison	for	the	debt	unpaid
Of	sins	committed	here.
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Returning	to	the	word	“Guadalupe”,	this	word	is	also	not	without	any	signi icance.	It	is	derived	
from	 the	 Aztec	 Nahuatl	 word	 “coatlaxopeuh”	 pronounced	 as	 “quatlasupe”	 and	 sounds	 very	
similar	 to	 the	 Spanish	 “Guadalupe.”	 “Coa”	 means	 serpent,	 “tla”	 being	 the	 noun	 ending	 which	
can	be	interpreted	as	“the”,	while	“xopeuh”	means	to	crush	or	stamp	out.	So,	literally	 it	means:	
“the	person	who	crushes	the	serpent”.	This	bring	us	back	to	the	Garden	of	Eden	when	God	put	
enmities	between	the	woman	and	the	serpent	(cf.	Gen	3:15).	But	the	devil,	which	is	in	the	serpent,	
was	defeated	by	the	woman	through	her	son.	The	devil’s	terrible	defeat	happened	through	Our	
Lord’s	death	on	the	cross.	No	wonder,	when	Our	Lady	approached	the	foot	of	the	cross,	 Jesus	
did	not	call	her	“mother”	but	“Woman”	and	He	added,	“behold	thy	son.”	In	that	moment	when	
everything	seems	to	have	 failed,	 Jesus	 identi ied	who	really	was	that	victorious	woman	of	
Genesis	–	His	own	mother	and	He	even	bequeathed	her	to	us.	Happy	are	we,	if	like	St.	John,	we	
would	also	take	her	as	our	own	mother!	(cf.	Jn	19:27)			

So,	we	can	de ine	a	pilgrimage	as	a	speci ic	journey	made	to	some	place	for	the	purpose	of	
venerating	it,	or	in	order	to	ask	there	for	supernatural	aid,	or	to	discharge	some	religious	
obligation	like	ful illing	a	vow	or	giving	speci ic	alms.	This	year,	we	will	not	only	be	visiting	
beautiful	or	old	churches,	we	will	also	note	that	most	of	them	possess	a	special	statue	of	Our	
Lady.	Manila	Cathedral	is	the	 irst	cathedral	of	our	country	and	a	minor	basilica.	It	is	dedicated	
to	the	Immaculate	Conception,	Principal	Patroness	of	the	Philippines.	San	Augustin	is	the	oldest	
church	of	Luzon	and	possesses	the	miraculous	statue	of	Our	Lady	of	Consolation.	San	Sebastian	
is	a	also	a	minor	basilica,	a	unique	all-steel	Gothic	style	church	enshrining	the	oldest	statue	of	Our	
Lady	of	Mount	Carmel	brought	from	Spain	in	the	16th	century.	As	usual,	we	will	take	snacks	at	
St.	Anthony’s	Parish	Church.	However,	the	Abbey	of	Monserrat	is	particularly	dear	to	the	Militia	
Immaculatae,	because	St.	Maximilian	Kolbe	celebrated	Mass	there.	St.	Vincent	de	Paul	Church	
at	 Adamson	University	 has	a	 retablo	 of	 the	apparitions	 of	Our	Lady	 of	Miraculous	medal.	 The	
National	Shrine	of	St.	Michael	and	the	Archangels	is	something	new	this	year,	because	Our	Lady	
is	also	the	Queen	of	Angels.	We	will	still	have	lunch	at	Santo	Niño	de	Violago	Chapel.	From	there,	
we	will	go	to	the	National	Shrine	of	Our	Lady	of	Mount	Carmel	and	then,	walk	across	Aurora	
Boulevard	for	the	Carmel	of	St.	Therese	in	Gilmore.	Before	we	come	back	to	OLVC,	we	might	be	
able	to	pass	by	our	local	Immaculate	Conception	Cathedral	of	Cubao.	So,	please	expect	to	visit	
more	churches	and	obtain	more	graces.

MATERIALLY,	we	 encourage	 each	 and	 every	 one	 of	 you	 to	 please	 register	 now,	 and	 join	
our	 Guadalupe	 pilgrimage!	 Our	 faithful	 from	 Tanay	 would	 also	 like	 to	 join	 this	 pilgrimage.	
Unfortunately,	most	 of	 them	 can	 neither	 afford	 the	 registration	 fee,	 nor	 able	 to	 pay	 for	 their	
transport.	Consequently,	any	donation	to	subsidize	them	will	be	greatly	appreciated.	For	this	
reason	also,	today	(November	19)	and	next	Sunday	(November	26)	we	will	have	a	2nd	Collection	
for	this	pilgrimage.	For	the	1st	Sunday	of	December	(December	3),	that	will	be	for	OLVCS	as	usual.	
So,	once	again,	thank	you	very,	very	much	for	your	continuous	generosity	and	cooperation!	

Traditional Trivia

Has	Cardinal	Müller	Joined	the	Casuist	Brigade?	–	Part	I	
By:	Christopher	A.	Ferrara
From:	fatimaperspectives.com;	10	November	2017
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The	word	casuistry	has	two	meanings:	“(1)	a	resolving	of	 speci ic	 cases	of	conscience,	duty,	or	
conduct	through	interpretation	of	ethical	principles	or	religious	doctrine,	(2)	specious	argument.”

It	 is	very	easy	for	the	 irst	meaning	to	collapse	into	the	second,	especially	when	one	is	dealing	
with	an	ethical	principle	that	is	a	negative	precept	of	the	natural	law	respecting	intrinsically	evil	
actions	that	are	always	and	everywhere	wrong,	regardless	of	the	situation	in	which	they	occur.		
Such	is	the	case	with	the	dogged	defenders	of	Chapter	8	of	Amoris	Laetitia	(AL),	which	opens	the	
door	to	absolution	and	Holy	Communion	for	public	adulterers	in	“second	marriages”	based	on	
“the	concrete	complexity	of	one’s	limits”	(AL	303),	which	“limits”	—	in	the	amorphous	category	
of	“certain	cases”	—	supposedly	reduce	the	objective	mortal	sin	of	adultery	to	one	that	is	merely	
venial	and	thus	no	bar	to	the	sacraments.

This,	 of	 course,	 is	 simply	 situation	 ethics	 disguised	 by	 empty	 verbiage	 concerning	 “concrete	
situations”	in	life,	as	if	any	situation	in	life	were	not	concrete.		But	as	John	Paul	II	taught	in	Veritatis	
splendor,	the	appeal	to	“concrete	reality”	in	order	to	circumvent	exceptionless	moral	precepts	is	
absolutely	inadmissible:

“In	order	to	justify	these	positions,	some	authors	have	proposed	a	kind	of	double	status	of	moral	
truth.	Beyond	the	doctrinal	and	abstract	level,	one	would	have	to	acknowledge	the	priority	of	a	
certain	more	concrete	existential	consideration.	The	latter,	by	taking	account	of	circumstances	and	
the	situation,	could	legitimately	be	the	basis	of	certain	exceptions	to	the	general	rule	[emphasis	
in	original]	and	 thus	permit	one	 to	do	 in	practice	and	 in	good	conscience	what	 is	quali ied	as	
intrinsically	evil	by	the	moral	law.	A	separation,	or	even	an	opposition,	is	thus	established	in	some	
cases	between	the	teaching	of	the	precept,	which	is	valid	in	general,	and	the	norm	of	the	individual	
conscience,	which	would	in	fact	make	the	 inal	decision	about	what	is	good	and	what	is	evil.	On	this	
basis,	an	attempt	is	made	to	legitimize	so-called	‘pastoral’	solutions	contrary	to	the	teaching	of	the	
Magisterium,	and	to	justify	a	‘creative’	hermeneutic	according	to	which	the	moral	conscience	is	in	
no	way	obliged,	in	every	case,	by	a	particular	negative	precept	[emphasis	added]

“No	one	can	fail	to	realize	that	these	approaches	pose	a	challenge	to	the	very	identity	of	the	moral	
conscience	in	relation	to	human	freedom	and	God’s	law.	Only	the	clari ication	made	earlier	with	
regard	to	the	relationship,	based	on	truth,	between	freedom	and	law	makes	possible	a	discernment	
concerning	this	‘creative’	understanding	of	conscience….

“But	the	negative	moral	precepts,	those	prohibiting	certain	concrete	actions	or	kinds	of	behaviour	
as	 intrinsically	 evil,	do	not	allow	 for	any	 legitimate	exception.	They	do	not	 leave	room,	 in	any	
morally	acceptable	way,	for	the	 ‘creativity’	of	any	contrary	determination	whatsoever.	Once	the	
moral	species	of	an	action	prohibited	by	a	universal	rule	is	concretely	recognized,	the	only	morally	
good	act	is	that	of	obeying	the	moral	law	and	of	refraining	from	the	action	which	it	forbids.”

How	sad,	then,	to	see	Cardinal	Gerhard	Müller,	following	his	sacking	as	the	inconvenient	head	of	
the	Congregation	for	the	Doctrine	of	the	Faith,	apparently	joining	the	casuist	brigade	in	defending	
AL’s	“concrete	complexity”	canard.		In	a	preface	to	a	book	by	Rocco	Buttiglione,	which	has	been	
trumpeted	by	progressives	as	a	repudiation	of	the	four	cardinals’	dubia	concerning	AL’s	attempt	
to	smuggle	situation	ethics	 into	Catholic	moral	theology,	Müller	makes	an	argument	worthy	of	
the	Pharisees:		He	declares	that	the	“Spirit’s	sins	can	be	more	serious	than	 lesh’s	sins.	Spiritual	
pride	and	avarice	introduce	into	religious	and	moral	life	a	more	profound	disorder	than	impurity	
resulting	from	human	weakness”.

This	is	moral	sophistry.		There	is	no	bright	line	between	“sins	of	the	spirit”	and	“sins	of	the	 lesh,”	
nor	any	categorical	ranking	of	the	 irst	as	worse	than	the	second.	First	of	all,	spiritual	disorders	
and	sins	of	 the	 lesh	go	together,	and	pride	is	often	involved	—	precisely	as	we	see	with	those	
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who	insist	their	“second	marriages”	are	valid	unions	and	that	they	are	entitled	to	the	sacraments	
while	continuing	to	engage	in	what	Our	Lord	Himself	called	adultery	without	exception.		And	the	
suggestion	that	the	sin	of	avarice	is	a	“spiritual”	sin	worse	than	the	“ leshly”	sin	of	committing	
adultery	with	a	neighbor’s	wife	is	laughable,	for	adultery	involves	both	avarice	and	lust.	Are	we	
supposed	to	believe	that	the	commission	of	adultery	with	a	neighbor’s	wife	is	less	serious	than	
coveting	a	neighbor’s	fancy	car?

Müller	here	exhibits	the	astounding	tendency	of	the	current	ponti icate:	excusing	or	minimizing	
the	gravity	of	violations	of	the	Sixth	Commandment.	Yet	Our	Lady	of	Fatima	warned	the	seers	that	
“more	souls	go	to	hell	because	of	sins	of	the	 lesh	than	for	any	other	reason,”	as	such	sins	are	more	
commonly	committed	and	less	often	repented	of	before	death.		Incredibly,	Müller	lends	his	name	
to	the	encouragement	of	such	sins	in	the	name	of	“human	weakness,”	as	if	the	assistance	of	God’s	
grace	were	not	even	part	of	the	picture.

Müller’s	 preface	 further	argues	 for	a	purely	casuitical	—	 in	 the	pejorative	sense	—	search	 for	
excuses	for	the	continuation	of	an	adulterous	relationship.		He	writes:
“Individual	Christians	can	 ind	 themselves	without	 their	own	 fault	 in	 the	harsh	 crisis	of	being	
abandoned	and	of	not	being	able	to	 ind	any	other	way	out	than	entrusting	themselves	to	a	person	
of	good	heart,	and	the	result	is	a	marriage-like	relationship.	A	special	spiritual	discernment	of	the	
confessor’s	internal	forum	is	needed	to	 ind	a	path	of	conversion	and	reorientation	towards	Christ	
that	is	right	for	the	person,	going	beyond	an	easy	adaptation	to	the	relativistic	spirit	of	time	or	a	
cold	application	of	dogmatic	precepts	and	canonical	dispositions,	in	the	light	of	the	truth	of	the	
Gospel	and	with	the	help	of	the	previous	grace”.

Notice	 the	 classic	 Modernist	 caricature	 of	 Church	 teaching:	 “a	 cold	 application	 of	 dogmatic	
precepts	and	canonical	dispositions,”	as	if	it	were	cold	and	merciless	to	inform	a	penitent	of	Our	
Lord’s	exceptionless	teaching	on	the	indissolubility	of	marriage:	“Every	one	that	putteth	away	his	
wife,	and	marrieth	another,	committeth	adultery:	and	he	that	marrieth	her	that	is	put	away	from	
her	husband,	 commmitteth	 adultery.”	 (Luke	16:18)	The	 Sixth	 Commandment	 does	 not	 permit	
exceptions	for	an	abandoned	wife	who	purports	to	marry	another	and	thus	willingly	engages	in	
sexual	relations	outside	of	marriage	with	a	partner	in	adultery,	relations	which	are	intrinsically	
evil	—	 always	 and	 everywhere	wrong	—	 no	matter	what	 the	 claimed	 justi ication.	 If	 it	 were	
otherwise,	 then	 the	Commandments	would	be	reduced	 to	mere	benchmarks	 for	the	heroically	
virtuous	and	thereby	would	cease	to	be	the	moral	law	as	such.

The	appeal	to	the	hard	case	is	camou lage	to	smuggle	in	the	general	proposition	that	people	who	
persuade	a	priest	in	the	confessional	that	they	are	“excusable”	adulterers,	given	their	particular	
“concrete	circumstances,”	can	receive	absolution	and	Holy	Communion,	whereas	other	adulterers	
would	 continue	 to	 be	 denied	 the	 sacraments	 if	 their	 excuses	 were	 not	 good	 enough.	 Müller	
embraces	precisely	the	“easy	adaptation	to	the	relativistic	spirit	of	time”	he	professes	to	deplore.	
But	when	has	a	priest-confessor	ever	played	the	role	of	“discerning”	the	“good”	adulterers	from	
the	“bad”	adulterers	in	the	confessional?	Never	in	the	history	of	the	Church.		Never,	that	is,	until	
the	appearance	of	AL.

In	 an	 ultimate	 exercise	 in	 Pharisaical	 casuistry,	Müller’s	 preface	 suggests	 that	 in	 the	 “internal	
forum”	a	priest	could	admit	to	the	sacraments	one	who	is	convinced	that	his	“ irst	marriage”	in	
the	Church	is	invalid,	even	if	“this	cannot	be	canonically	proven	because	of	the	material	context	
or	because	of	the	culture	of	the	dominant	mentality”	—	whatever	that	means.		In	essence,	Müller	
argues	for	the	effective	equivalent	of	“self-decreed	annulments”	without	any	canonical	process,	
which	equates	to	Catholic	divorce	—	taking	place	in	the	confessional,	no	less!

When	 the	 former	 head	 of	 the	 Vatican’s	 doctrinal	 department	 countenances	 such	 casuitical	
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nonsense	for	the	sake	of	defending	a	single	errant	document	issued	by	a	clearly	wayward	Pope,	
a	 document	 that	 lies	 in	 the	 face	 of	 all	 Tradition	 and	 even	 the	 teaching	 of	 Pope	 Francis’	 two	
immediate	predecessors,	there	can	be	no	denying	that	the	Church	is	now	in	the	midst	of	the	most	
acute	stage	in	what	was	already	the	worst	crisis	in	her	history.

Here	we	 encounter	what	 Pope	Benedict	 admitted	 is	 the	 true	 gravamen	of	 the	Third	Secret	 of	
Fatima:	not	the	execution	of	a	Pope	on	a	hill	outside	a	ruined	city,	which	is	only	the	aftermath,	but	
rather	an	attack	on	the	Church	from	within	by	sin	running	rampant	in	her	human	element,	leading	
to	the	apocalyptic	scene	in	the	vision	of	the	“Bishop	dressed	in	White.”		This	is	what	Sister	Lucia	
meant	by	“the	 inal	battle	between	the	Lord	and	the	reign	of	Satan	[over]	marriage	and	the	family.”

+++++

Pope	Francis	and	his	“Lutheran	turning	point”
By:	Roberto	de	Mattei

From:	Corrispondenza	Romana;	8	November	2017
Translated	by:	Francesca	Romana

On	October	31st	2016,	Pope	Francis	inaugurated	the	year	of	Luther	by	meeting	with	representatives	
of	Lutheranism	from	all	over	the	world	in	the	Swedish	Cathedral	of	Lund.	Since	then,	meetings	
and	“ecumenical”	celebrations	ad	abundantiam	have	followed	one	after	the	other	in	the	Catholic	
Church.

A	 year	 exactly	 from	 that	 date,	 the	 “Lutheran	 turning	 point”was	 sealed	 by	 a	 symbolic	 act	 the	
gravity	of	which	very	few	have	noticed.	The	Vatican	Post	Of ice	issued	a	stamp	which	celebrates	
the	birth	of	Protestantism	on	October	31st	1517,	the	date	Luther	hung	his	95	theses	on	the	door	
of	Wittenberg	Cathedral.

“V	Centenary	of	 the	Protestant	Reformation”can	be	read	at	the	top	of	 the	stamp,	presented	on	
October	 31st	 of	 this	 year	 by	 the	 Vatican	 Philatelic	Of ice.	 	 The	 of icial	 communiqué	describes	
the	stamp:	“It	depicts	Jesus	Cruci ied	in	the	foreground	on	a	gold,	timeless	background	showing	
Wittenberg	city.	 In	an	attitude	of	penance,	on	their	knees	respectively	on	the	left	and	the	right	
of	 the	 the	 Cross,	 Martin	 Luther	 holds	 a	 Bible,	 source	 and	 point	 of	 his	 doctrine,	 while	 Philip	
Melanchthon,	theologian	and	a	friend	of	Martin	Luther’s,	one	of	the	most	important	protagonists	
of	the	Reformation,	holds	in	his	hand	the	Augsburg	Confession,	Confessio	Augustuana,	the	 irst	
of icial	exposition	of	the	principles	of	Protestantism	drawn	up	by	him.”

The	substitution	of	Our	Lady	and	St.	John	at	the	foot	of	the	Cross	with	the	two	heresiarchs,	Luther	
and	Melanchthon	is	a	blasphemous	offense	that	no	Catholic	cardinal	or	bishop	has,	to	date,	openly	
condemned.	 The	 signi icance	 of	 this	 image	 is	 explained	by	 the	 joint	 declaration	 of	 the	World	
Lutheran	Federation	and	the	Ponti ical	Council	for	the	Promotion	of	Christian	Unity,	published	the	
same	day	as	the	stamp.	The	note	refers	to	the	positive	outcome	of	the	dialogue	between	Catholics	
and	Lutherans,	endorsing	the	“new	understanding	of	those	XVI	century	events	which	lead	to	our	
separation”	and	af irms	how	both	sides	are	“very	grateful	for	the	theological	and	spiritual	gifts	
received	through	the	Reformation”.

As	if	that	weren’t	enough,	around	the	same	time,	La	Civiltà	Cattolica,	the	Pope’s	“unof icial”	voice,	
celebrated	Luther	with	an	article	by	Father	Giancarlo	Pani	(Martin	Luther,	Five	Hundred	Years	
Later,	in	La	Civiltà	Cattolica	,	of	October	21st	–	November	4th	2017,	pp.	119-130)



Father	 Pani	 is	 the	 same	priest	who	 said	 in	 2014	 that	 the	 Fathers	 of	 the	 Council	 of	 Trent	 had	
admitted	the	possibility	of	divorce	and	remarriage	in	the	case	of	adultery,	according	to	the	custom	
established	in	the	schismatic	Greek	Church.	Now	he	is	sustaining	that	Martin	Luther	was	in	no	
way	a	heretic,	but	an	authentic	“reformer”.		In	fact,	“the	theses	of	Wittenberg	are	not	a	challenge,	
nor	a	rebellion	against	authority,	but	the	proposal	to	renew	the	proclamation	of	the	Gospel,	in	the	
sincere	desire	for	a	“reform”	in	the	Church”.	(p.128).	Despite	the	claim	“by	the	Church	of	Rome	and	
Luther	of	incarnating	the	truth	in	toto	and	being	dispensers	of	it	the	role	Luther	had	as	a	witness	
to	the	faith	cannot	be	denied:	He	is	‘the	reformer’;		he	was	able	to	initiate	a	process	of	‘reform’		
where	the	results	of	it	have	also	bene ited	the	Catholic	Church.”

If	this	is	the	case	then	he	has	been	unjustly	persecuted	and	defamed	by	the	Catholic	Church	for	
500	years.	The	time	has	come	to	rehabilitate	him.	 	And	in	order	 to	 rehabilitate	him	we	cannot	
limit	ourselves	to	presenting	only	his	prophetic	side,	but	must	make	the	Church	accept	and	put	
into	practice	his	demands	of	reform.	And	the	Post-Synod	Exhortation	Amoris	Laetitia	represents	a	
decisive	stage	on	this	path.	They	are	not	wrong	then	the	authors	of	the	Correctio	 ilialis		(to	Pope	
Francis)	when	they	underlined	“the	af inity	between	Luther’s	ideas	on	the	law,	justi ication	and	
matrimony	and	those	taught		or	favored	by	Pope	Francis	in	Amoris	laetitia	and	elsewhere.”	

At	this	point	it	should	be	remembered	that	Pope	Francis,	like	Father	Pani,	belongs	to	the	Company	of	
Jesus,	whose	Founder,	St.	Ignatius	of	Loyola,	was	the	champion	of	the	Faith	that	Divine	Providence	
raised	up	in	the	XVI	century	against	Lutheranism.	In	Germany,	apostles	like	St.	Peter	Canisius	and	
Blessed	Peter	Fabvre,	fought	every	inch	of	the	way	against	the	heretics	and	on	the	terrain	of	anti-
Protestant	controversy	no-one	can	surpass	St.	Robert	Bellarmine.

La	Civiltà	Cattolica	was	founded	in	1850,	with	the	support	of	Pius	IX,	and	had	a	role	of	doctrinal	
defense	against	the	errors	of	the	time	for	a	very	long	time.	From	its	very	 irst	edition,	on	April	6th	
1850,	it	dedicated	an	extensive	anonymous	essay	(by	Father	Matteo	Liberatore)	on	The	Political	
Rationalism	of	the	Italian	Revolution,	in	which	he	saw	Protestantism	as	the	cause	of	all	modern	
errors.	These	theses	were	developed,	among	others,	by	two	famous	Jesuit	theologians:	Fathers	
Giovanni	 Perrone	 (Protestantism	and	 the	Rule	 of	 the	 Faith,	La	 Civiltà	 Cattolica,	 Rome	1853,	 2	
voll.),	and	Hartmann	Grisar	(Luther,	Herder,	Freiburg	im	Breisgau,	1911/1912,	3	voll.).

But	the	commemoration	of	the	Lutheran	revolt	made	by	the	Jesuit	journal	in	October	1917,	the	
fourth	centenary	marking	the	95	theses	in	Wittenberg,	takes	on	a	special	meaning.		(Luther	and	
Lutheranism,	in	La	Civiltà	Cattolica,	IV	(1917),	pp.	207-233;	421-430).	The	theologian	of	La	Civiltà	
Cattolica	explained	that	“The	essence	of	the	Lutheran	spirit,	or	rather	Lutheranism,	is	rebellion	
in	all	of	its	extension	and	in	all	the	force	of	its	word.	Rebellion,	therefore,	which	is	personi ied	in	
Luther,	was	varied	and	profound,	complex	and	very	vast;	which	apparently	appeared	but	was	in	
fact	violent,	angry,	trivial,	obscene	and	diabolic;	deep	down	it	was	studied,	and	directed	according	
to	 the	 circumstances,	 focused	 on	 opportunistic	 ends	 and	 interests,	 intended	 and	wanted	with	
measured,	resolute	determination.”	(pp.208-309).

Luther,	La	Civiltà	Cattolica	continues,	“initiated	that	contemptible	parody,	with	which	the	rebel	
monk	attributed	to	God,	his	ideas,	blasphemies	and	the	abominations	of	his	perverted	mind:	he	
outraged	the	Pope	in	an	unspeakable	way	in	the	name	of	Christ,	he	cursed	Caesar	in	the	name	
of	 Christ,	 he	 blasphemed	 against	 the	 Church,	 against	 bishops,	 against	 monks	 with	 absolute	
infernal	impetuosity,	in	the	name	of	Christ;	he	threw	his	religious	habit	onto	the	tree	of	Judas,	in	
the	name	of	Christ	and	in	the	name	of	Christ	he	was	married	sacrilegiously”	(p.209).	“With	the	
very	convenient	pretext	of	following	Scripture,	as	that	which	alone	contains	the	word	of	God,	he	
conducted	a	war	on	scholastic	theology,	tradition,	canon	law,	all	the	institutions	and	precepts	of	
the	Church	and	councils:	in	place	of	these	august	and	venerated	things,	he,	Martin	Luther,	perjured	
monk	and	self-proclaimed	doctor,	put	himself	and	his	authority!	Popes,	doctors	and	Holy	Fathers	



were	 no	 longer	 of	 any	 worth;	 the	 word	 of	
Marin	Luther	was	worth	more	than	all	of	them!		
(p.212).	 The	 Lutheran	 theory	 of	 justi ication,	
in	 the	end,	 “was	born	of	Luther’s	 imagination,	
not	 by	 the	 Gospel	 or	 any	 other	 word	 of	 God	
revealed	to	the	writers	of	the	New	Testament:	
for	us,	every	Lutheran	novelty	 inds	its	origins	
in	the	concupiscence	he	stimulated,	and	in	his	
development	of	the	falsi ication	of	Scripture	or	
in	formal	lying”	(p.214

Father	 Pani	 cannot	 deny	 that	 the	 opinion	 he	
gives	of	Luther	is	a	360	degree	turnaround	from	
the	one	his	confreres	gave	in	the	same	journal,	
a	 century	 ago.	 	 In	 1917,	 he	 was	 censured	 as	
an	apostate,	a	rebel,	a	blasphemer;	today	he	is	
being	praised	as	a	 reformer,	a	prophet,	 [even]	
holy.	 No	 Hegelian	 dialectic	 can	 harmonize	
yesterday’s	 judgment	with	today’s.	Luther	was	
either	a	heretic	who	denied	some	basic	dogmas	
of	 Christianity,	 or	 he	 was	 a	 “witness	 to	 faith”	
who	 initiated	 the	 Reformation	 of	 the	 Church,	
brought	 to	 completion	 by	 the	 Second	 Vatican	
Council	and	Pope	Francis.

In	short,	every	Catholic	is	called	upon	to	choose	
whether	 to	 side	 with	 Pope	 Francis	 and	 the	
Jesuits	of	 today,	or	 be	 alongside	 the	 Jesuits	 of	
yesterday	and	the	Popes	of	all	time.

It	is	time	for	choices	and	to	mediate	precisely	on	
St.	Ignatius’	two	standards	(Spiritual	Exercises,	
n.	137)	which	will	help	us	make	them	in	these	
dif icult	times.

Archconfraternity	of	St.	Stephen

November	19,	2017
MC:	Jose	Emmanuel	Maningas
Thurifer:	Ronald	Frio
AC1:	Vincent	Lim
AC2:	John	Lloyd	Rolea
CB:	Gabriel	Peralta

November	26,	2017
MC:	Tatsumi	Ono
Thurifer:	Glen	Cruz
AC1:	Vicente	Santos
AC2:	John	Ladice	Tumbagahon
CB:	Rafael	Duran

Nov.	20,	Monday:	St.	Felix	of	Valois	(3	class)
7:15	a.m.	Low	Mass
6:30	p.m.	Low	Mass

Nov.	21,	Tuesday:	Presentation	of	the	Bl.	
Virgin	Mary	(3	class)
7:15	a.m.	Low	Mass	
6:30	p.m.	Low	Mass

Nov.	22,	Wednesday:		St.	Cecilia	(3	class)
7:15	a.m.	Low	Mass
6:30	p.m.	Low	Mass

Nov.	23,	Thursday:	St.	Clement	I	(3	class),
St.	Felicitas	(comm)
7:15	a.m.	Low	Mass
6:30	p.m.	Low	Mass		

Nov.	24,	Friday:	St.	John	of	the	Cross
(3	class),	St.	Chrysogonus	(comm)
7:15	a.m.	Low	Mass											
6:30	p.m.	Low	Mass

Nov.	25,	Saturday:	St.	Catherine	of	
Alexandria	(3	class)
				7:15	a.m.	Low	Mass
6:30	p.m.	Low	Mass

Nov.	26,	Sunday:	Twenty	Fifth	Sunday	
after	Pentecost	
(1	class)
9:00	a.m.	Sung	Mass
5:30	p.m.	Second	Vespers
6:00	p.m.	Low	Mass

Weekly Mass Schedule

Fr.	Thomas	Onoda
Mobile:	0917-585-2976	(globe)[only	this]
e-mail:	fr.thomas.onoda@gmail.com

Resident	priests	and	sisters:
Fr.	Thomas	Onoda	(Prior)
Fr.	François	Laisney	(District	Bursar)
Fr.	Carlo	Magno	Saa	(Parish	Priest)
Fr.	Albert	Ghela	(Priest-in-charge	of	Mission	in	
Leyte)
Fr.	Peter	Fortin	(Principal	of	the	School)
Br.	Isidore	Mary
Br.	James	Mary
Sr.	Maria	Carmela
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