
  

 

My dear Faithful, 
 

To leave is to die a little. The events 

of the last seven years in India have been 

plentiful enough and colourful enough to 

fill an entire lifetime. I doubt that I shall 

experience anything like them in the fu-

ture. But more vast and more frightening 

is the magnitude of the Priesthoodña 

participation in the life of the High Priest, 

Our Lord Jesus Christ. It is frightening 

not least because souls might attach them-

selves in error to the creature which He 

uses to establish Himself in our hearts.  

That is why the creature has to go, to 

make way for another, so that the Unity 

of the Priesthood of Jesus Christ may be 

upheld. I therefore believe and pray that 

the work of God will increase in my ab-

sence and that new avenues of the faith 

will be exploited. 

Fr. Timothy Pfeiffer, my replacement, 

is well known to me; his experience and 

zeal will be invaluableñIndia has plenty 

of scope for his attentive care of soulsñ

even in its remotest corners.  

So leaving you is a little death, but not 

a death to you who will live now more in 

the source of life after I have decreased 

entirely. Is it not one of the paradoxes of 

the Mass? The priest is in front of the con-

gregation before the altar, but the rite 

makes him disappear, taking over his ges-

tures, taking over his gaze to centre eve-

rything on our Eucharistic Lord. 

 

In Jesu et Maria 

Fr. Francis Chazal \ 
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LET US ALSO GO, THAT WE MAY DIE WITH HIM John 11:16 

Rev. Fr. François Chazal receives an emotional farewell from the faithful of St. Bartholomew's Priory, Vasai. 
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Veritas Academy 

OPERATION BLOSSOM 

In the early years of  the Society of 

Saint Pius X, Archbishop Lefebvre called 

the Societyõs work òOperation Survival.ó 

Now in India, as in every other corner of 

Catholic tradition throughout the world, 

by the wonderful workings of Providence, 

òOperation Survivaló might well be called 

òOperation Blossomó on account of the 

growth of its traditional Catholic schools.  

It is true that the development of 

schools is very much a part of 

òOperational Survival,ó  but it entails so 

much of a different approach to the apos-

tolate as to appear to be a change in direc-

tion altogether. 

 

HOW IT USED TO BE 

For example, until Veritas Academy 

was established by Father Summers in 

2006, the priests of Palayamkottai ex-

pended themselves upon Sunday òhit-and-

runó Mass Centres. Mass was offered in 

far flung chapels, twenty minutes of cate-

chism followed and then the priest disap-

peared in a cloud of dust to the next 

chapel on the list. Congregations grew 

very quickly at first as faithful, disillu-

sioned by the post-Vatican II changes (or 

having fallen out with their local parish 

priests), rediscovered tradition, but as 

time passed, there were fewer faithful 

who could rediscover tradition (they were 

dying of old age or had spent too long in 

the faith-sapping modern church) and the 

children of existing faithful, having been 

educated in local schools, rarely had the 

formation to hold on to the treasure they 

had received. The value of the Mass Cen-

tres by themselves, therefore, began fol-

lowing a law of diminishing returns. They 

were enough to keep those firmly estab-

lished in the faith nourished with the sac-

raments, but by themselves, they pro-

duced no growth. 

 

VERITAS 

As soon as the school was established 

to educate the orphans that fell under our 

care, and as soon as the faithful had 

enough confidence in the schoolõs ability 

to make their children pass the state ex-

ams (sadly education for the world is too 

often given a higher priority than educa-

tion for eternity), the children began to 

arrive from the villages. And then, when 

they returned home for the holidays, eve-

ryone noticed the difference. More par-

ents approached the school and more new 

parents  came to the Mass Centre too.  

Veritas Academy 2009-10 in blossom. 

THE SCHOOL IS NOW A NECESSARY CONDITION OF OUR APOSTOLATE 
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Veritas Academy 

BELOVED SINGAMPARAI 

The greatest success so far has been in 

the village of Singamparai. Last year we 

had 4 boys at Veritas, this year we have 9 

boys and 5 girls. Next year we will have 

even more. In the meantime the Mass 

attendance has doubled at Singamparai 

and the rapport with the priory is ever 

more cordial.  

In the letters of St. Francis Xavier, we 

read that he often used the children to 

convert their parents. The experience to 

date with our humble school shows this to 

be a most promising strategy. 

 

THE FUTURE 

It is clear that the paradigm of the aposto-

late has changed over the last few years. 

The Mission can no longer be a watering 

can for the faith to survive, but must plant 

seeds afresh and cultivate fragrant blos-

soms for the fruits of the summer to 

come.  

 

PLANNING PERMISSION WOE 

If Charles Dickens had visited the 

Palayamkottai Planning Office, he would 

never have been so harsh on the Her Maj-

estyõs Civil Service when he portrayed it 

as the ôCircumlocution Officeõ in the 

novel Little Dorrit.  Still no progress on  

the workshop/dormitory project Iõm 

afraid. 

Elizabeth. 

òMy personal feeling, Joyson, is that we should look at the whole of the original text in Greek before 

we be so bold as to suggest a translation of Theophilusõ ò ŰɟɑɎɠ ò. 

Dominic (without goggles!) ignites some 
Magnesium watched by the other boys.  

Bernard and Joyson try to find the difference 
between a millilitre and a cubic centimetre.  

Vijay Joseph concentrates on his  
catechism test. 
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Our Lady of Snows, Tuticorin 

ST. FRANCIS IN TUTICORIN 

Tuticorin is one of the oldest seaports 

in the world and was the scene of some of 

St. Francis Xavierõs most felicitous work. 

When he arrived in 1542 it was under the 

control of the Hindu prince Vettum Pe-

rumâl, but the machinations of the Portu-

guese colonial profiteers were also very 

much evident (they almost drove St. Fran-

cis to despair). There was already a large 

Catholic population in the town as eight 

years before 30,000 Paravars (the caste of 

Pearl Fishers who lived along the south-

east coast down to the tip of India) had 

converted from Hinduism to Christianity. 

St. Francis stayed for two years to 

catechise these recent converts. He took 

many pains to learn the Credo, Pater, Ave, 

Gloria, Salve  and Confiteor in Tamil (a her-

culean endeavour).... 

....and, taking a bell, I went ringing it 

right through the town to collect as many chil-

dren and adults as I could. Having gathered 

my audience, I held forth to them, twice each 

day until, at the end of the month, they had 

learned the prayers. I then arranged for the 

children to teach their fathers, mothers, sisters, 

brothers and neighbours, the lessons which they 

had acquired in my school. 

St. Francis repeated this exercise in 

the villages north and south of Tuticorin. 

During my stay I was besieged by crowds of 

people who wanted me to come to their huts 

and pray for their sick.; So numerous were their 

requests...but I had not the heart to deny any 

of their requests ....I told the children who had 

memorised the Christian Doctrine to betake 

themselves to the homes of the sick, there to 

collect as many of the family and neighbours as 

possible, and to say the Creed with them several 

times ...[and] owing to their faith, God has 

shown great mercy to their sick, healing them 

in both body and soul. 

The high altar of the Basilica of Our Lady of Snows on her feast day (5th August).  
The Basilca was built in 1713  

The 5th August is a holiday in Tuticorin 
where 50% of the population are Catholic.. 

A holy throng of faithful come to pray to Our 
Lady of the Snows on her feast. 
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THE STATUE 

The beautiful wooden statue of Our 

Lady of Snows in the Basilica was origi-

nally kept in a chapel in a Convent of the 

Augustinian Sisters in Manila, Philippines. 

St. Francis Xavier had to spend a few days 

in Manila on his way to China (1552) and 

was very much attracted by the beauty of 

the statue.  

In his heart of hearts, he desired it for 

the newly converted Paravars of Pearl 

Fishery Coast as his gift, for he had no-

ticed their great attachment towards 

Hindu goddesses such as Madurai 

Meenakshi and Kanyakumari Bhagavathi 

Amman and thought this beautiful statue 

of Our Lady of Snows would be the best 

means of leading them away from these 

false gods. 

But when he expressed his wish to the 

sisters, they turned down his requestñ

they loved the statue too. Later, however, 

when they came to know of the death of 

St. Francis Xavier on Sancian Island in the 

same year, they remembered his request 

and immediately sent the statue to 

Thoothukudi by a ship named SAN-

TALENA (St. Helena). The ship arrived 

on 9th June 1555.  

 

OUR MASS CENTRE 

The Mass Centre of Tuticorin was the 

first Mass Centre to be established in India 

(1986). It still resides on the property of 

Miss Josephine Caleb. The chapel is now 

too small for the congregation and there 

have been a number of ingenious attempts 

to acquire a new site on which to con-

struct a chapel, but all without success.  

The greatest obstacles are the usual ones: 

shortage of priests and money. Two nov-

ices of the Consoling Sisters, Srs. Maria 

Celina and Maria Theresa, were members 

of this Mass Centre.  

Our Lady of Snows, Tuticorin 

The beautiful statue of Our Lady of the Snows is almost 500 years old and is still the object of great 
veneration. It is wonderful to think that St. Francis prayed before this statue to which many mira-

cles have also been attributed . 

The pious congregation of St. Francis Xavierõs Chapel at Miss Calebõs house in Tuticorin on  
5th August. In the centre is  Rev. Fr. Xavier ðIgnatius, our long-serving collaborator. 


