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LET US ALSO GO, THAT WE MAY DIE WITHdHhNI1:16
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Rev. Fr. Frangois Chazal receives an emotional farewell from the faithful of St. Bartholomew's Priory,

My dear Faithful, uses to establish Himself in our hearts.  So leaving you is a little death, but n

That is why the creature has to go,aaleath to you who will live now more i

To leave is to die a little. The events . :
make way for another, so that the Unihe source of life after | have decreas

of the last seven years in India have %‘F‘?He Priesthood of Jesus Christ mayehgrely. Is it not one of the paradoxes

plentiful enough and colourful enoughutoheld_ | therefore believe and pray tha@ Mass? The priest is in front of the c

fill an entire lifetime. | doubt that | Sh%e work of God will increase in my afregation before the altar, but the rit

experience anything like them in the fsue-nce and that new avenues of the faikes him disappear, taking over his ¢

ture. But more vast and more frightenin . . .
.u €. But mo .e ast and mo ? ghte wﬂl be exploited. tures, taking over his gaze to centre e
is the magnitude of the Priesth@od . . . "
L ) _ ) Fr. Timothy Pfeiffer, my replacementything on our Eucharistic Lord.
participation in the life of the High Priest, L .
is’ well known to me; his experience and

Our Lord Jesus Christ. It is frl(‘:]htemr%%al will be invalu@éibledia has plenty  In Jesu et Maria

not | Is migh h them- . .
ot eas?t because souls mig tattaf: to‘? scope for his attentive care df souls Fr. Francis Chazal
selves in error to the creature which He

even in its remotest corners.



Veritas Academy

Veritas AcademyBD@9blossom.

THE SCHOOL IS NOW A NECESSARY CONDITION OF OUR APOSTOLATE

OPERATION BLOSSOM 2006, the priests of Palayamkottai éoawing a law of diminishing returns. The

In the early years of the Societympfe nded t he ms el-anéd s wargpemaugh Soukeep shgse firrly dste
Saint Pius X, Archbishop Lefebvre called n 6 Mas s Cent r e slishedMrathesfaithnnawishea fvith ¢he se
the Societyods wor far flungghapelsativenty minutesi af caterveatd, bui by themselves, they pr
Now in India, as in every other cornerafism followed and then the priest disdpeed no growth.
Catholic tradition throughout the worlgheared in a cloud of dust to the next
by the wonderful workings of Providenaapel on the list. Congregations grew VERITAS
0Operation Sur vi v aeryoquickly gthfitst aw dalthful, disdlu- As sodneasl the school was establis
0Operation Bl os s osohed bynthe pdttcan ul rchanges florto tedueate the orphans that fell under ¢
growth of its traditional Catholic schoolfiaving fallen out with their local parishre, and as soon as the faithful

It is true that the development giriests), rediscovered tradition, but asnough confi dence
schools is very much a part @me passed, there were fewer faithfol make their children pass the state ¢
0Operational S u r v who aduld rédiscoveruraditian {theyevesns (saldlyg edusasion for the world is t
much of a different approach to the apbgng of old age or had spent too longften given a higher priority than educ
tolate as to appear to be a change in ditecfaittsapping modern church) and thien for eternity), the children began t

tion altogether. children of existing faithful, having bearrive from the villages. And then, whe
educated in local schools, rarely had ttiey returned home for the holidays, ev
HOW IT USED TO BE formation to hold on to the treasure theyone noticed the difference. More pa

For example, until Veritas Acadenmad received. The value of the Mass @&arts approached the school and more 1
was established by Father Summers¢ras by themselves, therefore, began fErents came to the Mass Centre too.
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Veritas Academy

Elizabeth.

BELOVED SINGAMPARAI
The greatest success so far has be
the village of Singamparai. Last year
had 4 boys at Veritas, this year we ha
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boys and 5 girls. Next year we will hogs

even more. In the meantime the M

attendance has doubled at Singamy
and the rapport with the priory is e

more cordial.

In the letters of St. Francis Xavier, v

read that he often used the children
convert their parents. The experience
date with our humble school shows thi
be a most promising strategy.

Vijay Joseph concentrates on his
catechism test.

OMy personal feeling, Joyson, is t|
we be so bold as tdj,sowgigest a

THE FUTURE PLANNING PERMISSION WOE
It is clear that the paradigm of the aposto-Charles Dickens had visited th
late has changed over the last few ydatayamkottai Planning Office, he wot
The Mission can no longer be a watemeger have been so harsh on the Her |
can for the faith to survive, but mustplans t yds Ci vi | Servi
seeds afresh and cultivate fragrant dos- t h e 6Circumloc
soms for the fruits of the summer twvellittle Dorrit Still no progress on
come. t he workshop/ dorm
afraid.



Our Lady of Snows, Tuticorin

ST. FRANCIS IN TUTICORIN

Tuticorin is one of the oldest seapot
in the world and was the scene of some
St . Francis Xavier
When he arrived in 1542 it was under tl
control of the Hindu prince Vettum Pe
rumal, but the machinations of the Port
guese colonial profiteers were also ve
much evident (they almost drove St. Fre
cis to despair). There was already a la
Catholic population in the town as eig
years before 30,000 Paravars (the cast
Pearl Fishers who lived along the sou
east coast down to the tip of India) h
converted from Hinduism to Christianity

St. Francis stayed for two years f
catechise these recent converts. He ftc
many pains to learn @nedd?aterAve
Gloria, SaleadConfiteor Tamil (a her-
culean endeavour)....

....and, taking a bell, 1 went ringing
right through the town to collect as mar
dren and adults as | could. Having ge
my audience, | held forth to them, twic
day until, at the end of the month, the
learned the prayers. | then arranged
children to teach their fathers, mothers,
brothers and neighbours, the lessons w
: had acquired in my school.

St. Francis repeated this exercise

= - - ~ -‘1
BN A -32.:!;-@ 9 R A W «,S&:vtj. the villages north and south of Tuticorin

The high altar of the Basilica of Our Lady of Snows on her feast day (5th Aggllrlﬂ@. my stay | was besieged by cr
The Basilca was built in 1713

.

people who wanted me to come to th
and pray for their sick.; SO numerous w
requests...but | had not the heart to de
of their requests ....I told the children w
memorised the Christian Doctrine to
themselves to the homes of the sick,
collect as many of the family and neighl
E : ; : possible, and to say the Creed with thet
W= W e ol - M. 1 times ..[and] owing to their faith, Goc

The 5th August is a holiday in TuticoriA holy throng of faithful come to pray t%hB‘bVP great mercy to their sick, healir

where 50% of the population are Catholic.. Lady of the Snows on her feast. in both body and soul.
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Our Lady of Snows, Tuticorin

THE STATUE

The beautiful wooden statue of Our
Lady of Snows in the Basilica was origi-
nally kept in a chapel in a Convent of the
Augustinian Sisters in Manila, Philippines.
St. Francis Xavier had to spend a few days
in Manila on his way to China (1552) and
was very much attracted by the beauty of
the statue.

In his heart of hearts, he desired it for
the newly converted Paravars of Pearl
Fishery Coast as his gift, for he had no-
ticed their great attachment towards
Hindu goddesses such as Madurai
Meenakshi and Kanyakumari Bhagavathi
Amman and thought this beautiful statue
of Our Lady of Snows would be the best
means of leading them away from these
false gods.

But when he expressed his wish to the
sisters, they turned down his réquest
they loved the statue too. Later, however,
when they came to know of the death of
St. Francis Xavier on Sancian Island in the
same year, they remembered his request

and immediately sent the statue to
Thoothukudi by a ship named SAN-
TALENA (St. Helena). The ship arrived
on 9th June 1555. The beautiful statue of Our Lady of the Snows is almost 500 years old and is :

veneration. It is wonderful to think that St. Francis prayed before this statue tt
cles have also been attributed .

OUR MASS CENTRE

The Mass Centre of Tuticorin was
first Mass Centre to be established in |
(1986). It still resides on the property &
Miss Josephine Caleb. The chapel is &
too small for the congregation and thé
have been a number of ingenious atter ‘
to acquire a new site on which to cq:4
struct a chapel, but all without succe ‘Q
The greatest obstacles are the usual ¢
shortage of priests and money. Two n
ices of the Consoling Sisters, Srs. M

Celina and Maria Theresa, were membersThe pi ous congregation of St. Fr a
of this Mass Centre. 5th August. In the centre is Rev.dgnxi@vseiour ksegving collaborator.
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